There are different kinds of writing. For instance, there's the
kind of writing where you walk over to the typewriter, sit
down, and write a first line. You go into the kitchen for a glass
of water, light a cigaret, all the while thinking of what you've

written, You return to the typewriter and write a second line,
then you write a third line, and oh —"all sorts of things
happen, and there — you find you've written the last line, and
if what you've written is any good, why, it’s all of apiece, as i
the whole thing were implicit in-the beginning.

As if you put your hand in the water and catch a fish by

the tail. : ’

However, there is a different kind of writing: you sit
down at the typewriter, just as before, and write a beginning.
But when it comes to writing more — nothing happens. You
have many thoughts, your mind is aswim with phrases, but
vour hands don't move toward the keys. Finally, you begin
again, and write a new first line.

I have a big old wire wasiebasket which I never empty in
which I put things that I think 1 might work more on, and over
a number.of vears it’s got chock-full of beginnings, false starts
some might say, failures perhaps — but I'vegyade a book of
them, or what-you-might-call a book, of aﬂu‘mﬂ
ome examples of this nameless genre of writing. And I have
given them names, just as if they were regular stories.

Sometimes | wonder whether there are real stories
implicit in such first lines — you might say virtual stories, not
unrcal, but existing in some never-never realm netinacoossi-

* have also imsluded seme Jifferemt kins of
ritiers,
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